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m a y see how difficult it is to suppres s 
lynch l aw . " 

" T h e power and the influence of 
the in t e re s t s which a r e pro tec ted by 
lynch l a w ! " T h e r e you have the 
whole m o d e r n g o v e r n m e n t of the 
black bel t w i th the South in i ts naked 
nas t iness . Small wonde r t h a t the 
P r e s i d e n t of the Uni ted S ta t e s is 
" p r o t e s t i n g " a g a i n s t the A r m e n i a n 
a t roc i t i e s of the T u r k s . We t r u s t 
t h a t A. R u s t e m Bey will a n s w e r t h a t 
p ro tes t . 

F R O M A F R I E N D 
IN enclosing a check for one hun­

dred dol lars for the work of 
the Na t iona l Associat ion for the Advancemen t of Colored 

People, Helen Keller, the wonderful 
blind gir l , herself born in Alabama , 
wr i t e s us as fo l lows: 

" I t h a s been my in ten t ion to w r i t e 
to you every day since I received your 
l e t t e r — a n appea l which smote me to 
t h e dep ths of my soul. In fact, I 
have s t a r t e d severa l le t te rs while 
t r ave l ing f rom place to place, b u t was 
i n t e r r u p t e d so f requent ly t h a t I lost 
t he t h r e a d of t h o u g h t be tween lec­
tu re s . We a r e speak ing every n ight , 
and chang ing t r a i n s constant ly . 
These condi t ions a r e not favorable 
for cor respondence . 

" I a m indeed whole-hear ted ly wi th 
you and t h e Na t iona l Associat ion for 
t h e A d v a n c e m e n t of Colored People. 
I w a r m l y endorse your efforts to 
b r i n g before the coun t ry the facts 
abou t the u n f a i r t r e a t m e n t of the col­
ored people in some p a r t s of the 
Uni ted S ta t e s . W h a t a comment 
upon ou r social jus t ice is the need of 
an associa t ion like y o u r s ! I t should 
b r i n g t h e blush of s h a m e to the face 
of eve ry t r u e Amer i can to know t h a t 
t en mil l ions of his coun t rymen a r e 
denied the equal pro tec t ion of the 
l aws . T r u l y no na t ion can live and 
no t chal lenge such d isc r imina t ion and 
violence a g a i n s t innocent m e m b e r s 
of society as your l e t t e r descr ibes . 
Nay , let me say it, th i s g r e a t r epub­

lic of ours is a mockery when citi­
zens in any section a re denied the 
r i gh t s which t h e Const i tu t ion gua r ­
an tees them, when they a r e openly 
evicted, t e r ror ized and lynched by 
prejudiced mobs, and the i r persecu­
to r s and m u r d e r e r s a re allowed 
to walk abroad unpunished . The 
Uni ted S ta tes s t ands shamed before 
the world whi ls t ten millions of the 
people r ema in vict ims of a most 
blind, s tupid, i n h u m a n pre judice . 
How dare we call ourselves Chr i s t ­
i ans? The ou t rages aga in s t the col­
ored people a re a denial of Chr is t . 
The cent ra l fire of His t each ing is 
equal i ty. His gospel proc la ims in 
unequivocal words t h a t the souls of 
all men a r e al ike before God. Yet 
t he r e a r e persons call ing themselves 
Chr i s t i ans who profit f rom t h e eco­
nomic degrada t ion of the i r colored 
fe l low-countrymen. 

"Ashamed in my ve ry soul I behold 
in my own beloved south land the 
t e a r s of those who a r e oppressed, 
those who m u s t b r i n g up the i r sons 
and d a u g h t e r s in bondage, to be serv­
a n t s because o thers have t he i r fields 
and v ineyards , and on the side of the 
oppressor is power . I feel wi th those 
suffering, toi l ing mill ions. I a m 
t h w a r t e d wi th them. E v e r y a t t e m p t 
to keep them down and c rush t h e i r 
sp i r i t is a be t r aya l of m y fa i th t h a t 
good is s t ronge r t h a n evil, and l ight 
s t r o n g e r t h a n da rkness . I declare 
th i s fa i th every day to l a rge audi­
ences, and in my h e a r t I p r a y t h a t 
God m a y open the eyes of the blind 
and b r i n g them by a w a y they know 
not to u n d e r s t a n d i n g and r igh teous­
ness . My sp i r i t g r o a n s wi th all the 
deaf and blind of the world. I feel 
t he i r chains chafing my l imbs. I am 
disenfranchised wi th every wage-
slave. I a m over th rown, h u r t , op­
pressed, bea ten to the ea r t h by the 
s t rong , ru th less ones who have taken 
a w a y the i r inher i t ance . The w r o n g s 
the poor endure r i n g fiercely in my 
soul, and I shall never r e s t unti l they 
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a r e lifted into t h e l ight , and given 
t he i r f a i r s h a r e in the b less ings of 
life t h a t God m e a n t for us all al ike. 

" L e t all lovers of jus t i ce u n i t e ; let 
us s t a n d t oge the r and fight every cus­
tom, eve ry law, every ins t i tu t ion t h a t 
b reeds or m a s k s violence and p re ju ­
dice, and p e r m i t s one class to p r o s p e r 
a t t he cost of t h e wel l -being and hap ­
piness of a n o t h e r class. Le t us hu r l 
our s t r e n g t h aga in s t the i ron ga te s of 
p re jud ice unt i l t hey fall, and t he i r 
b a r s a r e sundered , and we all advance 
gladly t o w a r d s our common he r i t age 
of life, l iber ty and l ight, undivided 
by r ace or color or creed, uni ted by 
the same h u m a n h e a r t t h a t bea t s in 
the bosom of a l l ." 

m 
S E N . C L A P P O F M I N N E S O T A 

THE t e r m of Moses E . Clapp, 
Uni ted S ta tes Sena to r f rom 
Minnesota , expi res on March 
4th, 1917. A l r eady h is ene­

mies a r e lay ing p lans to defeat h im 
for r enomina t ion and re-election. 

W i t h one possible exception, Sena­
t o r Clapp is t h e only m e m b e r of the 
Sena te who can be absolutely relied 
on to s u p p o r t every m e a s u r e in the 
in te res t s of colored people, and to 
fight p re jud ice and in jus t ices wi th­
out cessat ion. 

H e h a s never failed us on a single 
occasion. Whenever t h i s Associat ion 
w a n t s someth ing done for ' colored 
people we w r i t e to h im. We have 
never asked h im to speak a t a mass 
meet ing , to w r i t e a le t te r to some h igh 
official, to in t roduce a good bill or fight 
a bad one, and received a refusa l 
f rom h im. He h a s fought " J i m 
C r o w " and a n t i - i n t e r m a r r i a g e bills 
tooth and nai l . He fough t for favor­
able a m e n d m e n t s to the Smi th -Lever 
and o the r un fa i r bills. I t was he 
who induced t h e Sec re t a ry of W a r 
to send an official r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
the W a r D e p a r t m e n t t o our S p i n g a r n 
Medal mee t ing in Boston. 

We do not know if he des i res re­
election. B u t if he does, every col­

ored m a n a n d w o m a n , every f r iend 
of t h e N e g r o , eve ry lover of jus t i ce 
and fa i r -p lay should ra l ly to h i s sup­
po r t . A n d if he does not , w e should 
all do o u r bes t to p e r s u a d e h i m to al­
t e r h is mind . F o r w e need h im j u s t 
w h e r e he is . S e n a t o r Clapp m u s t 
con t inue to r e p r e s e n t the i n t e r e s t s of 
Colored people in t h e Sena te of the 
Uni ted S ta t e s . J . E . S. 

I N T E R M A R R I A G E 

T H E R E a r e those w h o from 
t ime to t i m e sugges t t h a t the 
Na t iona l Associa t ion for the 
A d v a n c e m e n t of Colored 

People and T H E CRISIS go f a r 
afield in oppos ing l aws to prohib i t 
i n t e r m a r r i a g e be tween w h i t e and col­
ored people. T h e y a r g u e t h a t ne i ther 
race des i res i n t e r m a r r i a g e ; t h a t i t is 
a m a t t e r "pu re ly social ," and t h a t 
legal izing the p roh ib i t i on s imply pu t s 
s t e rn cus tom into law. E v e r y now 
and then , however , t h e r e come cases 
which show t h e u t t e r b l indness of the 
pe r sons who t h u s a r g u e and prove 
t h a t a n t i - i n t e r m a r r i a g e l aws a r e sim­
ply cloaks for w r o n g and injust ice. 
In Evansv i l l e , Ind. , j u s t across the 
r i ve r f rom Ken tucky , Clifford Yar -
borough , a w e a l t h y w h i t e m a n of 
Pu lask i , Tenn. , came in to t h e Circui t 
C o u r t the o the r day and asked per­
mission to a d o p t a seventeen-year-old 
mu la t t o gi r l . T h e g i r l m i g h t easily 
pass for w h i t e ; she is s t r i k ing ly beau­
t iful and t a l en ted in mus ic . Yar -
borough wil l ingly a d m i t t e d t h a t the 
g i r l ' s m o t h e r w a s colored, and t h a t 
he w a s the f a t h e r . He said , " I feel 
like I should rec t i fy a w r o n g . " The re 
is no law a g a i n s t i n t e r m a r r i a g e of 
races in Ind i ana , b u t t h e r e is in Ten­
nessee. J u d g e Givens , t he r e fo re , re­
fused to p e r m i t t h e adop t ion . He 
said t h a t "if he leg i t imat ized the 
d a u g h t e r he would be t a k i n g a s tep 
w h i c h would in p r a c t i c e have the 
same resu l t s a s p e r m i t t i n g t h e in ter ­
m a r r i a g e of r a c e s . " T h e r e f o r e let us 
piously ru in t h e life of an innocent 
g i r l ! 


